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 “OXI” Day: marking Hellenic contributions to the 2nd World War 

 
        

AHEPA in Winnipeg has an 
annual banquet to mark “OXI” Day. 
“OXI” was the answer given by 
Greece to Mussolini‟s ultimatum on 
October 28, 1940. The importance of 
the Hellenic contributions to the 2nd 
World War Allied efforts is outlined by 
a guest speaker. On this occasion 
AHEPA also announces scholarship 
recipients. This year‟s Guest Speaker 
was Dr Stasa Veroukis. 
She completed a B.Sc. degree in 
Biochemistry, her Medical School 
Degree and her Residency in 
Pediatrics at the University of 
Manitoba in 2006. This was followed 
by a Fellowship in Pediatric Critical 
Care at the Hospital for Sick Children, 
in Toronto. In August of 2008 she 
started her position at Winnipeg 
Children's Hospital as one of the 
Pediatric Intensive Care doctors. Dr. 
Veroukis received two AHEPA 
Scholarships when she was an 
undergraduate at the University of 
Manitoba. Her speech is outlined 
below and provided the perspective of 
a born and raised Winnipegger. 

  
 “I want to express how sincerely happy and honoured I am to present this year‟s 

speech for our annual OXI day Banquet. 
 

OXI day is a day of great significance to Greeks living everywhere, and should be 
recognized as a day of great historical importance for the world. In October of 1940, 
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Benito Mussolini, the fascist dictator of Italy, delivered an ultimatum to Greece - 
Surrender or face war. And by the way, Greece, you only have hours to decide. 
 

Now imagine you are the Prime Minister of Greece at this particular time in 
history. You are handed this ultimatum and the decision is ultimately yours. You are the 
leader of a small country, just trying to get itself back up on its feet, after years of wars, 
fighting the Turks and fighting in the Balkan wars. Your people are poor and war-weary. 
Your army is small, ill-equipped and without an airforce. The Italians have an army many 
times larger than yours, with ample firepower, tanks and an airforce. You are likely to 
lose, and if you do, you can lose everything. 
 

Ioannis Metaxas was the Prime Minister of Greece at this time. Although the 
decision was his, he had to speak for a nation. He had to speak for a people that during 
the Greek War of Independence cried, “eleftheria i thanatos”, freedom or death. There 
was really only one way for Prime Minister Metaxas to respond. Because history shows, 
that Greeks do not know how to surrender, and they will fight to protect what they value 
and believe in. Prime Minister Metaxas responded with „alors, c‟est la guerre‟, translated 
into English, „then it is war‟. His response was popularly encapsulated and is known 
today as, OXI, or No, Greece does not surrender. 
 

The Greco-Italian war thus began, on October 28th 1940 and the fighting between 
Greece and Italy lasted until April of 1941. Against all odds, the Greek soldiers pushed 
back the Italians all the way to Albania. This was unexpected, unbelievable and amazing 
at the same time. The Greeks defeating the Italians was the first Allied victory against 
the Axis powers. This allowed for hope to flourish again among the allied nations, and 
inspired thoughts that perhaps the fascists and the nazi‟s could be defeated. The 
Germans joined the Italians to fight against the Greeks in April of 1941. Incredibly, after 
six months of fighting the Italians, the Greeks were still able to put up a resistance 
against the Germans, and by doing so, they delayed Hitler‟s attack on Russia into the 
brutally cold months of winter. The Germans were defeated in Russia and it is believed 
the outcome of WWII was now decidedly changed. The Greeks were applauded and 
revered for their bravery, and for creating this opportunity for victory. 
 

Here is a quote from Hitler, from his speech delivered to Reichstag on May 4th 
1941, a month after fighting the Greeks:  
“For the sake of historical truth I must verify that only the Greeks, of all the adversaries 
who confronted us fought with bold courage and highest disregard of death.” 
- Adolph Hitler (From speech he delivered to Reichstag on May 4th 1941) 
 

The Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin had this to say to Greece: 
“You fought unarmed and won, small against big. We owe you gratitude because you 
gave us time to defend ourselves. As Russians and as people we thank you.” 
- Joseph Stalin 
 

And my favourite quote, from British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill: 
ñToday we say that Greeks fight like heroes, from now on we will say that heroes fight 
like Greeks.” 

Yes, Greeks are proud today. Greeks are happy today. Greeks all over the world 
must take a moment on Oct 28th to be proud to belong to such a brave and 
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unconquerable heritage. More importantly, we must remember and honour, those who 
died so bravely and so young; those who left all comforts, who saw loved ones die or get 
hurt, who sacrificed their own lives, all because they would not surrender, they would not 
give up what was theirs, because they were courageous enough to stand up for what 
they believe in. Today everyone of Greek descent is proud of this incredible victory 
afforded by the lives of the young Greek men and women who so bravely fought against 
an evil enemy.   
 

This is our history, and I hope we never have to repeat it. Sometimes we find it 
hard to relate courageous military acts into our everyday lives. But there is a lesson 
here, especially for the younger generation. There are many situations in life where we 
must take a stand, or represent the minority opinion, or have to overcome great 
obstacles to achieve our goals. If your intensions are honest and good, and you believe 
in your goals and values, then be like a Greek hero, take that stand, and work hard for 
your goals and values, and never give up, and never surrender”. 

 
ΖΗΤΩ Η ΕΛΛΑΣ! 

 

 

 
Kefi Dancers of Manitoba 

performing a Pontian dance 

  


